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Motivation

� Social cohesion is essential for economic development (Rodrik,
1999, Easterly et al., 2006)

� Humans are better of collectively and individually in cohesive
environments with high social capital

� But, non-cohesive environments (violence, ethnic and religious
segregation, intolerance) may arise in socio-politically turbulent
times and damage social capital

� Public education is essential for building cohesion in culturally
diverse environments (Gradstein and Justman, 2002)

� Rebuilding strategies through education policies (interventions) may
become a policy imperative
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Background

� We are challenged by a serious humanitarian crisis

� Since the start of Syrian Civil War in 2011, high influx of Syrian
refugees in Turkey.

� Among them over 1 million school-aged refugee children,
particularly vulnerable

� Since 2016, active development policies to integrate children into
Turkish Education System by the Ministry of Education

� Temporary Education Centers
� Direct school placement policy
� Recently, cohesion programs
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Policy Issue: Cohesion

� Following some time in Temporary Education Centers, direct
placement in classrooms based on

� registered address
� capacity of the school

� Increasing negative sentiments by locals:
� teachers
� students
� community

� No obvious road map for teachers and school administrators
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A Cohesion Intervention: Perspective Taking

� Ability to understand thoughts and feelings of others
� Putting yourself in someone else's shoes
� Perspective taking can mitigate social exclusion
� Builds trust and empathy among individuals (Galinsky et al., 2005;

Galinsky et al., 2008; Batson and Moran, 1999)
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A Cohesion Intervention: Perspective Taking

� An educational intervention aiming at increasing perspective taking
among host and refugee children

� A structured curriculum
� Prescribes activities and games
� Delivered by children's own class teachers
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A Cohesion Intervention: Understanding Each Other

� Concept developed by the researchers
� Design of the curriculum by Bilkent University multidisciplinary

team
� Covering a structured curriculum and activities throughout

2018-2019 academic year
� Numerous activities to improve students' ability to analyze social

situations and to understand social cues.
� Involving both refugee and host children without making any

reference to ethnicity
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Perspective Taking Curriculum

8/ 26



Perspective Taking Activities
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